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Whether War or no WAR 


with © 


Impartially CONSIDERD: 
In DEFENC E of the preſent Mea- 
ſures againſt thoſe that delight in 


WAR. 
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The Grand QUESTION, 


Whether War or no War, 
„e oo 72 


| Impartially Confider'd, c. 


uſed to inflame the People into 
| high Diſlike of the preſent 
Meaſures, are ſo flagrant, are 


- 
— 


bo full of an incendiary Spirit, 


— 


—— have ſo manifeſt a Tendency to 


Sedition and Rebellion, and are in every View 


ſo very criminal, and ſo big with Miſchief, 


that an honeſt Man, who means nothing but 
the publick Good, the Honour of the K 


and the Intereſt of his Country, can't think 


of them without the greateſt Indignation. This 


has induced me to enter impartially into a par- 


ticular Diſcuſſion of the preſent Meaſures, to | 


undeceive thoſe who are defirous of the beſt 
Information they can get, in Matrers relating- 


to the Publick, and to recover the Well mean- 
ä A 3 | ing f 
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£66) 3 
ing from the Infatuation great Numbers havre 
been deluded into. Tis to theſe I write, not 
to thoſe who have been their Deluders; that, 
I'm ſenſible, would be a vain Attempt: Nor 
to thoſe in the Oppoſition who are of ſuperi- 
or Rank; they need no Conviction, their Ex- 
perience and —* in Buſineſs enables 
them to make à true Judgment of Affairs, and 
they, I am ſure, are in their real Sentiments 
with me, whatever. they may pretend, ox how- 
ever, for Reaſons known to themſelves, per. 
I think, ſay now known to every Body elle, 
they may act a counter Part, and ſeem migh- 
ty zealous for a War, unleſs ſuch Terms can 
be obtain'd of Spain, as they are from all paſt 
Experience fully aſſured never can. To thele, 
therefore, I do not write, but to Men of-low- 
er Rank, to the Body of the People, particu- 
larly to the People of this City, and more e- 
ſpecially the mercantile Part, as thoſe who are 
more particularly intereſted in the preſent Queſ. 
tion, Whether War, or no War, with Spain, 
in the preſent Situation of Affairs. Tis no Re- 
flection on Perſons of this Rank and Charac- 
ter, to ſuppoſe they are not of themſelves well 
qualified to judge of Aﬀairs of State, of Peace 
and War, of Treaties and Alliances with fo- 
reign Powers, and, conſequently, what is moſt 
prudent and adviſeable, moſt for the Honour of 
the Crown, and Intereſt of theNation, in Matters 
of this hi Nature; 'tis no Reflection, I ſay, 
upon the Inderſtandings of ſuch Perſons, to 
ſuppoſe them incompetent Judges in theſe Af- 
fairs, and that therefore they are liable to be 
impoſed on by the Miſrepreſentations of falſe 
Patriots, and work'd up into a Heat againſt 

25 their 
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935 1z) 
their Governors for not Pf ſuing ſuch Mea 
ſures, 45 if purſued, would very probably end. 
in the Ruin of thoſe Wd es ſts, for the, 
| N — rr 

Sake-of Which they have been work d up in- 
0 ſo great 4 Heat, 8 it they Were going, er 
y'd,, given up, and loſt, By hole ps. 


are their trucſt Friends, and are: 
efence. and Preſervatian of them. 'Th theſe 
then I :addrels, ; and for their Information, 
»4 33 \ | f 1-3! BU . Men 
that they. may be able to form a. true Judgment 
of Things, and know who are their real. 
Friends, and who onhy pretended ones; who 
mean in earneſt the God of the Nation, and 
who mean. nothing but. themſelves, I will, as 
' briefly, and yet as cleatly as I, can, | 
into a: true View of the preſent . 4 
The Points I ſhall conſider are theſe two : 
_ Firſt, Whether the Advice of the two Hou- 
ſes of Parliament to the Crown was righr. 


And, next, Whether the Miniſters have acted 


VICE, 2 a 1 5 EA © 1] 

The Advice of the Parliament was, that his 
Majeſty ,would uſe his Endeavours with the 
King of Spain to obtain effectual Relief for 

bis e z that is, in other Words, 
to procure Satisfaction to our Merchants, and 
Security for che future for the Trade and Na- 
vigation of his Subjects in the American Seas, 
to which we have an undoubted Right by 
Treaty, and the Law of Nations; and that 
if his Majeſty ſhall not be able to obtain, from 
the Equity and Friendſhip of the King of Spain, 

ſuch Satisfaftion as ay be * 
N r | 


in Purſuance of, and Copformity to this Ad- 


rſuing ſuch Meas 


uelt Friends, and are; ſtcadily pur- 
the, Wileſt and ſafeſt Counſels or the... 


ead them 
eaſures. J 


- . 
” ws - d 
2 , *. 4 I . 
£5 " M4,» 4 * — * 
D, Dran 1 
18 — 1 ; : + 


tem 4 yy? 8 ay Wi 
ua ſupporr Ser ich N 
ſures as ſhall e . 

This is the Sab de of ob Kale G hs 
Houſes upon thigh Subject: They adviſe, firſt, 


to try in a fri ay to obtain Juffice to 
our Dare Face th 20 S for t 2 | 


Time to come; cheſs | are the co Poitirs | 
poſed to be obtained, firſt, if pollible, i 
amicable Way, Sarisf action and © Security.” 1 — l 
The ueftion then is, Was this righ 13 05 
not? And hete fute "Tile 25 t 
it was ri by Abs, becauſe it was the 44 
vice of this 11 reaſbpmable Men 
muſt low: 13 4 ry rhe Preſum on in fav out 
of the Advice they g — * Miſerable are the 
People, if they gan Giike be ' perſuaded” they 
are not ſafe in. the Hands ot their own Re- 
preſentatives! This is ſo monſtrous a Suppo- 
fition, that I ſhall ſpend no Words to ſhew 
the Abſurdity of it, in a Caſe where Reaſon 
and Experience are "againſt them, in all * 8. | 
Times, when the Nation was not univerſally 
in an unnatural Ferment and Rage. Even in 
the Reigns preceding. the Revolution, as cor- 
rupt as the Courts then were, and as deſirous 
as Members might be of the ei avours of thoſe 
Courts, they never could be prevailed o 
to go into Meaſures contrary to the Intere 
of their Country, when they ſaw their Ten- 
dency, and were not impoſed. on firſt them- 
ſelves. Tis then a moſt reg Prejudice 
in fayour of the Advice given by Parliament, 
that it was theirs, upon full Examination in- 
to Matters, and alter mature * 
ur 
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Dat chelr e E have md, was to pro- 
| cod by W. 


ter into the Merits of the Cauſe, and con- 
' Advice; er not. To judge 


061 


of Treaty firſt, / aud not imma» 
diately to plunge: the Nation into a War, if 


Redreſs of 2 could be had withourit, 


But not to retrench myſelf under the mere Au- 
thority 
in Favour of it, however reaſonable, 22 us en- 


fider diſtinctiy whether this really was right 
of this, we muſt 
take this along with us, That the Event of 
War in general is always — and if ſo, 
we muſt omg of not 2 ly what might be the 
Conſequence of a ſucceſs Was vie with which 
we are very apt to flatter ourſelves; bur likes 
wiſe 'what Touts: be the probable Iſſue of an 


uniſucceſsful one. Fighting pitched Battles in 
= ny: or enga 


Tue in a great Fight at Sea, 


ery different Things from Battles fought 


— 4 Dith 0 Tea, er a Glaſs of Wine, as 


all know who are in the leaſt acquainted with 


Hiſtory, or enn remember only the Wars our- 
ſelves ave been engaged in fince the Revo- 


lution. This, then, is the firſt Thing to be 


conſider'd, the Vneertainty ot _ War, when 
once be | 


Next, we ſhould conſider that War is par- 
ticularly diſadvantageous to a trading Nation; 
and of all Wars, 4 War with Spain is moſt 


ſo to the Britiſs Nation, as it deprives us of 


our moſt valuable Commerce, as our Trade 
with Spain is by all confelſs'd to be. How much 
the Merchants would ſuffer by it no body 
wants to be told; bur what ſo much hurts 
the Merchants, is not leſs prejudicial to the 


Pub- | 


of Parliament, and feſt in Prejudices, 


— 
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the endeavouring to do themſelves right by 


77 gn, 


(10) oy 
Publick, ſince Trade is the great Source of 
our Revenues, without which, tis impoſſible, 
to make War with Succeſs, tho' all things, 
elſe were favourable and promiſed: well. Bur 
farther, F O12: A 8 


A4 War is more than ordinarily diſadvanta- 


geous at preſent, conſidering the Situation of 
Affairs in Europe, and that of our natural Al- 
lies. For the Emperor has work more than 
enough upon His Hands, however defirous. he 

might be to aſſiſt us; and if the preſent War 
he is engaged in were at an End, this War 
and the laſt have ſo exhauſted his Finances, 
that all the Aſſiſtance he could give us, muſt 
needs amount to a very little; and if we can't 
find the N Jr in vain, if he, or the. 
Princes of the Empire could find Men for ug. 
And as for Holland, I preſume, nobody expects 


in the preſent Situation of Affairs, much help 


From-them z tis eaſy to ſee they are in na 
Diſpoſition to join in War; they ſtill feel the 
Expence they were at in the laſt, and remem- 
ber how they were betray'd at laſt by the Ally 
from whom they leaſt expected it. This made 
them, when the late War was breaking out 
between France and the Emperor, agree to a 
Neutrality for the Low Countries, Tas the 

might not be dragged into a War 3 
their Wills, and which they knew they could 


ſo very ill bear. This makes them, under the 


ill Uſage they have received from the Spaniards 
in the Ve Indies (for they have their Share, 


ve are not the only Sufferers) this, I ſay, . has 


made them. decline all hoftile Meaſures, and 
the 
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(4 the Way of Arms, and to content themſelves 

e with trying what: Redreſs can be obtained by 

56 fair Means in the Way of Treaty. But if they | 

ir will not purſue forcible Methods in Defence 
f ot their own Rights, can we expect they will ö 

_ go into a War to defend ours? If therefore 

f we go into a War, we go alone, and without 1 

ma the Aſſiſtance of our Allies; for theſe are the N 

n only two of any Conſequence. às to the | 

le Northern Crowns, France has already bo ö 

ar one, by large annual Subſidies, and is in Treaty | 

ar with the other. And if it were not ſo, what 

8, is it we could expect from them, but to be g 

{& furniſhed with Men, if we can find; Money? 

t- But is it ſo with Spain? Are they without 1 

he Allies alſo ?:Are we ſure France will not aſſiſt | 

1s, Spain, when: a Branch of the Houſe of Bogr- | 

ts bon is upon the Spaniſh Throne? Was not tho i 

Ip ſtrong Apprehenſion that we and all Europe 725 a 

ng had of this, the great Reaſon of the Grand | 

he Alliance, ta prevent the Union of theſe two 

n- Crowns in one and the ſame Family? And 

ly has ny thing happened ſince to -leſſen theſe 

de Apprehenſions, or to ſhew they were ill fouud- 

ut ed? Is not à double Match between the two 

TY Crowns every day talk'd_of as a Thing done ? 

ey - And is it an extfoardinary Suppoſition, to ſup- 

t poſe ſuch Matches would be attended with 

1d an offenſive and defenſive. Alliance, if there 

che be not one already? Would not Fance be 

rds glad of an Opportunity to reconcile itſelf to 

re, the Court of Spain; and make-it ſomeamends 

has for the Chagrin they have given it by their 

nd. late Treaty with, the Emperor? And for pur- 

by chaſing to themſelves Lorain at the Expence 

the 5 | 4 of 


ern 4 
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eke: from. Spain 
Which th are given away from Spain 
: —— then we could in other 

ake War with Spain an equal 
are we alone a Match for France and Soars 


both? They that think ſo, ſhew themſelves 


to be extremely ignorant in the Hiſtory of = 
two great Wars. we have been eng e he 
ſince the Revolution. Is it not then 

realonable,' is it not abſolutely A — 
mould be ſure, France won't take Part 
us, before we enter into a War with Spain? 
But that is what we are ſo far from being 
fure of, that I think, 1 may fay, we are mo- 
rally ſure of the contrary, from a Conſideration 
of the mutual Intere ; of the two Crowns, 
which is the only firm Cement in all Allian- 
ces: Twas not for nothing, twas not for a 
_ Point of Honour, it was to promote the 
Intereſts of France, that' they were at 
22 val an Expence to ſettle Philip on the Throne 

Spai ae 

But ſome people will finey, or at leaſt 

tend to think, that France will not en 
-_ a new. War, at leaſt while the C inal 

ves. 

But firſt, what Afurance have th of this? 
This Opinion may prove to 'be a Miſ- 
take to us, as it has already done to the Em- 
peror. It was the ſtrong Perſuaſion the Im- 
rial Court had of the Cardinal's pacifick 
Temper, and that nothing could bring him 
into a War, that made them venture to give 


FHance the Provocation they did in Oppoſition 


: to — the Father of ghe French Queen, 


and F. other Halur Dominicus 


ASA 74 5 „ (K 
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mort probable. 


rule all Counſels for contrar 
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and that at a time, when the Emperor was 1 


no Condition to defend hindſe]f ag | 
is; 


to ainſt Fraurt 
and its Allies in any one Part of i 


Ons, neither, in Gerwaty nor Rah, They 


thought themſelves ſure that they might 
gg would in the Paß Lain, 


War. But they ſoon found themſelves mi 
taken, and paid dearly for it 3 either the C 
dinal's Temper was not ſo pacifick as the 
had. imagined, Or it was over- ruled by ai 


Security have We, it will not be ſo again, 11 


we ſhould attack the Crown of Spain? The 


Contrary is from 


Reaſons of State infinitely 


But for Argument ſake, we will ſuppoſe the 
Cardinal is as "mom as they would 
and that by hi 


4 
* 
© : 


s great Influence he can over- 
Meaſures. I 
ould ask, how long is the Cardinal to live? 
it not almoſt a Miracle that he is now a- 


live ? Has he not had within a few Months 
ſuch ſevere Attacks, and ſuch Returns of them, 


as make it impoſſible, that at his great Age, 
he, ſhould be able to hold out much longer 3 
And is any one who knows any 2 of fo 
reign Affairs, ſo little acquainted with the Spi- 


rit of the French Court at this time, as not to 


know, that when he dies theſe pacifick Meas 
ſures may die with him? But I will again, 


in compliment to thoſe I am arguing with, 


ſuppoſe, it will not be ſo; that France, as well 
as the reſt of Europe, will look on, and leave 
|  #England, 


d 
fa - Af and 
that nothing could rouze the pacifick Gardi; 
nal into a Reſentment ot it, fo as to adviſe 
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Counſels of the; other Miniſters. And whit 
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gland, and Spain, like two fingle Comba- 


rants, to ſtand alone, and fight it out between 
themſelves. 2 3 460 i 
Let it then be reſolv'd, at all Adventures, 
to go into a War with Spain; I would hum- 
bly 25k, where it ſhall be made, by Land or 
by Sea? Not by Land; I take for granted no- 
body means that on our Parr, We have been 
taught to have a thorough Diſlike of conſuming 


Land Wars; nor indeed is at all practicable 


with to our making War on Spain: 


For to do this, we muſt have a good Land 


Army, which will require an infinite Number 


of Tranſports; a Thing not to be had but 


at a vaſt Expence, and which if catched in 
a Storm, would in great part probably be 

loft, or at leaſt ſo ſhatter'd and Hiſperſed, as 

utterly to defeat, for that Time, the intend- 
ed Expedition. Beſides this, we muſt have 
a good Body of Horſe, a Les, | not poſhble 
to be carried by Sea to ſuch a Diſtance z the 
Bay of Biſcay would ſoon deſtroy. them all, 
or render them | unfit for Service. Then 
where have we a Port to land our. Forces at, 
what Place of Arms; where our Magazines 


for the Subfiſtence ot our Troops; where a 


ſufficient Quantity of Ammunition and Ar- 
tillery to undertake a _ And'if we had 
them all, what Place ſhall be attack'd? 


Shall it be Cadiz? Can we take it by Sur- 


prize? If not, ſhall we not find it in a 
good Condition of Defence at Land, and im- 
poſſible to be attack'd by Sea? Have we for- 
got the Duke of Ormond's Expedition againſt 


Cadiz in the Beginning of the laſt War? 


The ſucceſs of which depended wholly on 
5 12 the 


- 


1 


and the whole prov'd a moſt ridiculo 
Affair, and would have prov'd a very unhaps 


' tune in their Return fallen in with the Ga- 
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the Hopes of a Surprize, but which the Exe? 


cution of that Deſign render'd impoſlible, 


py one, had they not, by great good For- 


leons at Vigo; without which, all the Glory 
they had brought Home to anſwer the Ex- 


pence of the Fxpedicion, had been the infa- 
mous plundering of Port St. Mary. In ſhort; 


we want every Thing neceſſary to make 'g 


ſucceſsful Land-War in Spain. A Land-War 


therefore, I preſume, is what no Body thinks 
of on the Part of England againſt Spain. But 


is it clear it will be ſo on the Part of Spain? 


May not they attempt a Land-war upon 


us? Have we forgot the Year 1919? 
When by the vigorous and unexpefte Ef 


forts of Alberoni, a Spaniſh Squadron with 


Tranſports, and a Body of fooo Men, were 


almoſt upon our Coaſt in favour of the Pre. 
tender, before our Court knew they had left 
their own Ports? Have we forgot the Con- 


ſternation the Nation was then in, when the 


hte King communicated to his Parliament the 
Intelligence he had receiv'd; at which ve! 

Time the Spaniards had probably been landed 
in Scotland (and ſome actually did land) had 


not a Storm providentially diſperſed their 


Fleet in the critical Minute, when they were 
almoſt in Sight of us? and thereby obliged 
their ſhatter'd Ships to return re infecta to their 
own Coaſts. Well then, Spain may make 
War upon us by Land, and engage us in the 
worſt of Wars, a War 'among our ſelves in 


Support of the Pretender. But if we make 


War, 


(6) 


ſhall-we 


a fair Ev ve 
ſive Stroke? We may intend it, 8 


begs to be exculed, kn 


us? See what they did in the Years 18 a; 

and from thence learn what they will do again; 
They will make à pyratical War upon us, 
and inſeſt all the Coaſt from Bayonye to Cadiz 
with Privateers of their own, and of other Na- 
tions under Spaniſi Colours; they will ſwarm 
about the Mouth of the Tager, and the Port 
of ' Lishonz and nothing will be able to-pals 
8 from hence to Lisbon or the Mediterran:an,. or 
from the Mediterranean and Lisbon hither, but 
there will be great Danger of its falling into 
thoſe Hands? This is of all ways of making War 
with Spain the moſt unequal, — chat 
Part of the Seas is always full of our Merchant 
Ships, of which, conſequently, we may loſe 
great Numbers, as. in Fact we have formerly. 


0 Eut 


it muſt be by Sea. But 


with a great Fleet, will they be idle all the 
while? Will they leave the. e to 
— 2 
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But what Repfiſals can we make? In Zarope. 
none, or next to none. For their Trade in 


the European Seas is ſo little, that there is no 
room for Repriſals, no Proportion of Com- 
merce between the two Nations. Were we 
as 1 in Captures 5 5 withs 
we don an even Lay, loſe 40 Shi 

before ws, 800 take one. Beſides that, Nie 
Nation is riot a jot the richer for what we 
ſtwuld take, but we ſhould be the poorer for 
every Ship we loſe. Becauſe what was taken 
would be the Perquiſite of the Captors, and 
none of it would come into the publick Treas 
fury. And yet this is all our Fleet could do; 
it 7 8 preſerve Gibraltar in caſe of a Siege, 
and in fome little Degree, but at a prodigious 
Expence, protect our Trade. But what could 
it do mote ? Tis impoſſible, without a conſi- 
derable Land Force to take any Place of Con- 
ſequence; & I have before obſerved; and if 
we could; What ſhould we do with it? Two 
or Three ſuch Acquiſitions as Gibraltar, would 
be the ſplendid but certain Ruin of us. But 
could we do nothing? Ves, we might ravage 
and burn their Coaſt, and make a Number of 
poor People in the open Country very miſe- 


fable: But what Good would this do? Would 


it make the Merchant any amends for his great 
Loſſes? Would it enable England to carry on a 
ſucceſsful War, contribute any Thing towards 
a good Peace? Certainly nor. Beſides, I would 
ask wllaat the Expence of ſuch Bombardments 
ts? Let the Expence of the Lord C 'S 
Expedition to Vigo in 171 9 be com uted, and 
compared with the Damage we did the Spa- 
miards there, and then tell me What we * 
ay by 
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by it, or if we had not much better have ſtaid 
at Home. The Commander indeed would have 
loſt the Glory of that Expedition, but the Na- 
tion would have ſaved the Money, and that no 
ſmall Sum. e 
Let us now ſee, if the Matter would be at 
all mended by carrying the War into the Yeft- 
Indies. What is it we could do there? Could 
we get any Settlement there from the. Spani- 
ards? And if we could, do we defire it? I don't 
know we do; but if we did, it is forbidden 
Fruit; this can't be done without a Land Force; 
and the Havannab, if I am rightly inform'd, is 
as well fortify'd as Cadiz. But we may take 
their Galeons, or hinder them from coming 
to Europe; which is next to taking them. Let 
us then conſider each of theſſe. 

Firſt, how ſhall we take them? If we fit 
out a large Squadron to ſend into theſe Seas, 
can it be kept a Secret in a Nation where no- 
thing can be done without conſent of Parlia- 
ment? And where by the Liberty of the Preſs 
every thing is made publick ? Have not all 
the — Miniſters Admitrance,to hear our 
Debates in Parliament? Does not Geraldino, or 
his Agents, know every Word that is ſaid in 
either of the Houſes of Parliament? How 
then can any Preparation for War be a Se- 
cret? But it Spain knew it, is any Body ſo 
ignorant as not to know, that the Spanj- 
ard can diſpatch a light clean Frigat or two 
to the Weſt- Indies in half the time we can ſend a 
Squadron thither? And if ſo, what will be the 
Conſequence? Undoubtedly this; that if the 
Galeons were loaded, they will immediately be 
unloaded; or if not already loaded, the Load- 


—_ 


(9 


15 ing will be put off to a more convenient Time, 
and when it can be done with Safety; fo that all 


we can in ſuch Caſe hope for is, that we may 
poſſibly burn the Hulks: A mighty Buſineſs, 


and well worth all the Expence we muſthave 
been at to do it; and even that may not be 


in our Power, they may be drawn up into ſo 
ſecure Ports, or into ſo ſhallow a Water, that 


our Ships of War can't come within the reach 


of them; *tis therefore a. very wild and chi- 
merical Project to fit out a great Squadron with 
the ſole Proſpect of taking the Galeons with 
their rich Lading on board then. 

But if we can't take em, yet we may hin- 


der their Return to Europe, and that would 
greatly diſtreſs the Spaniards; and to certain- 
2 it would, if their Return could be hinder'd 


or any long time. But how is that to be done? 
Why, by lying a long time in ſome conveni- 


ent Station to intercept them, againſt they 


ſhall, come out. But where is that? At the Ba- 
Rimentos? Have we forgot the Outcries and Clay 


mours on the Account of a Squadron lying 


there in the Year 1726, as if our Men and 


Ships were ruin'd by it? And can thoſe. Gen- 


tlemen who were then ſo loud on that Occa- 
ſion, and who are now ſo eager for a War, 
tell us where a Squadron may be ſtation'd with 
better Succeſs? If they can't, all we ſhall get 
in this way, will be to incommode the Spani- 


ards by a Delay of their Weſt- India Treaſures for | 


ſome ſhort time, with a thouſand times more 
Damage to ourſelves. What is it then we can 
expect from a War in thoſe Parts, if we can 
neither make ourſelves Mafters of. any of their 
Settlements, nor of the Treaſure. they bring 
| B 2 3" 1: _ 
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from them? Two or three Men of War 
plying in thoſe Seas may chance to get now 
and then a rich Prize, but *tis a much greater 
Chance they will not. A Squadron, tis | think 
evident, cannot, becauſe the Spaniards can't fail 
of Notice, and having notice will be. upon 
their Guard. But admit *rwere thus, that we 
could have the good Fortune to take a rich 
Fleet coming from the Ve -Iudies, whoſe Riches 
are they laden with? Does any Body want to 
be told, that two Parts in three, or at lcaſt one 
half of that great Treaſure belong to tie Frentb; 
the Remainder to the Engliſh, Dutch, Iralians, and 
Spaniards;and that the Share of the Spaniards docs 
not exceed a tenth Part: And can ir be ima- 
gin'd that other Nations, and above all the 
French, the moſt concerned, and the moſt pow- 
erful of all, would bear chat their Properties 
on board theſe Veſſels, when to ſo great Va- 
lue, ſhall become a Prey to England ? But 
might we not ſave their Shares for them, and 
confiſcate only the proper Goods and Riches 
of the Spaniards? To talk thus, is talking like 
Children. This ſuppoſes ſuch Care, and Vir- 


tue, and Self-denial in Seamen, and ſuch a 
Complaiſance towards us, and ſuch an Indiffe. 
rence in the French and other Nations for their 
own Properties, as is not to be expected. The 


Treaſure will be embezell'd; and if it were 
not, it would be impoſſible to perſuade the 
Parties concerned, that no Injury was done 
them; and their reſpective Shares, after all, 
could not without the greateſt Difficulty be aſ- 
certained. „ COSINE 
Suppole us now for one Year to have made 
War with no better Succeſs, or to no better 
| If | | Effect, 


(e 2K.) 
Eſſect, than I have here repreſented, what 
ſhall we do the next ? ſhall we have any Sto- 
mach to go on another Year? Is there any 
better Proſpect of, Succeſs? ſhall we have any 
new Taxes to carry on the War with more 
Vigour ? Whence muſt they come ? A great 
Expence has been ea Pcs the Merchants 
have ſuffer'd extremely, by many Captures, 
by high Inſurances, and the 7 for 
Convoys ; the Revenue in the mean time is 
greatly leſſen'd, the Intereſt on Loans riſes, 
and the Expence of. the War is in every Ar- 
ticle by that means increas'd, while our Abi- 
lities exery Day grow leſs ; and there is not, 
the leaſt Proſpect of carrying on the War a 
ſecond Year with more Adyantage than the. 
firſt. J am apt to think, thoſe deluded Citiz- 
ens who are now ſo by for a War, would be 
almongſt the forwardeſt to cry out againſt it, 
and would be very copious in ſetting forth the 
Miſchief ot an ineffectual and yet ruinous, 
War, and be very impatient for a Peace up- 
on almoſt any Terms. Certainly, when. we. 
have- for two or three Years made ſuch a War 
as this, we ſhall all ynite in moſt heartily, 
wiſhing for a Peace. But what a Peace can, 
we expect, when we have ſhewn Spain how, 
little we have been able to hurt them, and; 
how greatly we have hurt ourſelves ? Will 
they reimburſe us the Expence of the War, 
or give us better Terms then, than. they are, 
willing to agree to now? Can the firſt be ima- 
in'd? Can it enter into any Body's Head ? 
hy then was it not inſiſted on at the End 
of the laſt War, when we had a better Op- 
. B 3 portunity 
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in 
portunity of having any Demands we ſhould 
think fit to make, complied with, than we 
can ever hope to have again? Why was not a 
Treaty for our Meſ-India Trade made then 
upon the high and advantageous Terms it is 
now demanded ? Now, I ſay, when we have no 
Pretence from Conqueſt, or upon any ſcore 
whatever, to expect any other Favour from 
Spain, but what we are entitled to by the 
Treaties now ſubſiſting between the two Na- 
tions; which I deſire may be remember'd, 
ſince it ſeems to be entirely forgot; That we 
have no Pretence to ask any Extenſion of 
Commerce, or any Connivance or Indulgence 
from Spain; in ſhort, to nothing but what 
we are ſtrictly and juſtly entitled to in virtue 
of our Treaties with them. | 
If ſuch a Treaty as is now inſiſted on by 
thoſe who are ſo eager for a War, if all their 
Demands be not immediately complied with, 
could not be obtain'd then, when we had Spain, 
as it were, at our Mercy, and could bribe 
King Philip, with Spain and both the Indies, 
to come into our Meaſures, how vain is it to 
expect it now, when we have no ſuch Adyan- 
tage over that Crown ! If it could be obtain- 
ed then, why was it not. ? If it could not 
then, why is it ask'd now? | 
But, once more, let us ſuppoſe we had gone 
into the War, and that with better Succeſs 
than can reaſonably be expected; an End, 
ſooner or later, muſt be put to it, the ſooner the 
better for England, as we are a Trading Nation. 
But how is a War to have an End? Why 


certainly by a Treaty of Peace. A Treaty, 
then, 


* 9 a a 
be We . * 
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then, of one Kind or other, ſome time or o- 


ther, muſt be made: To argue, therefore, 
apainſt the preſent Convention, upon a Pre- 
rence that all Treaty with Spain is to no Pur- 
ole, and that no Treaty wich that Crown, 
o far, at leaſt, as relates to the Meſ-Indies, 


- will ever be obſerved, is ſaying nothing; ſince 


that will equally hold againſt. all Treaties, 
ler them be made with or without a previous 
War, and is, in Effect, declaring for eternal 


War; which I preſume, is not the Meaning 
of the Gentlemen I am now arguing with, 
and who ſeem to be ſo angry that a War is 


not already enter'd into. Their Leaders, I am 


18 will be very willing to end the 


ar as ſoon as it is begun, or rather before 


it is LPs if the Clamour they have raiſed _ 


for a War will but help them to put an end 
to the preſent Adminiſtration, and let thoſe in 
who have been ſo lo 
it, Mortifying Thought ! and the more, as ſome 
have loſt, by their Oppoſition, all they aim'd 
at; who had they been quiet, could not have 


miſs'd what they have ſo much ſer their Hearts 


upon. That this is their, true and only Mean- 
ing, is evident from hence, that they have 
laboured ſo much to have the People believe 


that the Counſels that have prevail'd, and the 


Meaſures that have been puriued, have been 


the Counſels and Meaſures of one Miniſter . 


only, who has taken the whole of this weighty 


Affair upon himſelf, excluſive of all the reſt, 


who have the Honour to be ip the Secret of 


his Majeſty's Counſels, and in the high Offices 
of State. This they tell the People with great 


B 4 | Aſſurance 


excluded from a Share in 
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Aſſurance, tho” they well know nothing is 
more falſe, and that the Miniſter they ſhew 
10 implacable an IIl-will to, has, in this impor- 
tant Affair, done nothing of his own Head, 
taken nothing ſolely upon himſelf; but that 
every Thing has been duly conſider'd, and up- 
on very mature Deliberation reſolved and a- 
reed to in Council. This is Fact; this they 
— to be ſo, and yer are not aſham' d, in 
all Company, and in all their Libels, moſt 
ſtrongly to aſſert the contrar x. 
In ſhort, the Meaſures taken, be they right, 
or be they wrong, are not the Meaſures of a 
ſingle Miniſter, but the joint Counſels of al- 
moſt all the great Perſons who ſurround the 
Throne, and ate chict in Dignity and Office 
avout the King. "3-106; 06:1 2 1 
But to return from this Digreſſion, in which 
I. have been inſenſibly drawn: I have plainly 


and clearly ſhewn, what it was the Parlia- 


ment adviſed, and what I apprehend were their 


Reaſons for ſuch Advice; that is, why they + 


were for trying the Way of Treaty once more, 
before they plunged the Nation ina War,which 
tis eaſy to get into, but not ſo eaſy, when 
once begun, to get well our of. | 
The next Point to be conſider'd is, W he- 
ther the M 


of the Advice given by Parliament, as it was 
their Duty to do. The two Points the Par- 
liament recommended to the King, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, were, | 
Satisfaction to our Merchants, 
And a future Security for our Trade and 


oP The 


Navigation. 


rs have acted in Purſuance - 
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The firſt of thele 
and adjuſted by a 


men in the Oppoſition,were not pleaſed to wa 
alſed a Judy 
a damn d 


# Y 


to ſee what-it was before mney þ 
ment upon it; they pronouncec 


Article of it, A Beh jour extreme]! 
and decent no doubt. To judge of the Satif. 
faction to the Merchants ſtipulated in this Con- 
vention, We muf remember, chat the Spanis 
Der Pen us, as well as wo 
upon them, for the Ships of War taken from 
them in the Battle of Syracu/e in the Vea 
1718; and that who the Demands on hoth 
Sides are ſtared, all that is to be paid by the 
King of Spain, is the Piffercnce upon the Bal. 
ance of that Accompt. I have indeed heard 


a Perſon of Diſtinckion bre Seel upon 
a | I think 
it was the 34 t e Parliament met, or the 


this Head in a very large Company; 


next; he told the Company, he had heard : 
Sum Was ſtipulated to be paid the King o 


Spain for the Ships then taken by the Engliſh 
Fleet, but he hoped in God, it was not true; 


it was ſuch a Diſhonour to the Nation, that 


was ſo ſtrange a Thing, ſo mean, ſo diſhonour- 


able, as never had been done by any Nation; 
Vith a great deal more to that Purpoſe. Now 


I would ask this Gentleman, whether he was 


in earneſt or not, and really meant what he 


faid : If he did not, where was his Sincerity? 
If he did, where his deep Knowledge in Poli- 
ff... 


Points is nally (erp | : 
8 gabe de hang fig been 
laid before the rye Houles. But the Gentle 


Treaty, before they certainly knew po, one | 
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tial Affairs, not to know Tranſactions ſo pub. 
Ick, as the Treaties of 1721, and of Seville 


i729, or ſo ſoon to have forgot them; and 
in ſo capital a Point as this, the Satisfaction 


te de given co the King of Spain for thoſe, 


Ships? '/ 125 , 
But, to refreſh the Gentleman's Memory, 


I will inſert the Fifth Article of the Treaty 


. 


made at Madrid in 17922242. 
It is alſo |, that his Britannick Majeſty 


& ſhall cauſe to bereſtor'd to his Catholick Ma- 


* , . 

jeſty, all the Ships of the Spaniſb Fleet which 
* ma. taken by That of England in the naval 
& Battle that was fought in the Month of Au- 
ce guſt, 1718, in the Seas of Sicily, with the 
& Guns, Sails, Rigging, and other Equipage, 


Penn CY OT IE —_ 


. 


*in the Condition they are at preſent; or 


& elſe the Value ef thoſe which may have 


« been ſold, at the fame Price that the Purcha-- 
« ſers ſhall have given, according to the 


4 Proofs and Vouchers.” the Articles pre- 
ceding this relate to the Reſtitution and 
Satisfaction to be made on the Part of 
the King of Spain to his Britannict Majeſ- 
ty and his Subjects; all wick, is, in Sub- 
ſtance, the ſame with the Articles importing Re- 
og, to. both Sides in the ſubſequent 
Treaty of Seville. Sa 


By this we ſee the Demand of Spain for Re- 
ſtitution of thoſe Ships, is no new Demand; 
it is not now begun; it did not begin at the 
Treaty of Seville, it was an old Demand; it 
was allowed and agreed to in the Madrid 
Treaty in 2. a Treaty made by thoſe who 
8 were 


< 


— ͤ — — 


ro 


3 
* 


were the chief Miniſters at the Time when 
that extraordinary Tranſaction happen d, who 


vere the beſt Judges rhar could be, of the 


Juſtice of the King of Spain's Demand, and 
thought it no Reflection on their own Ho- 
nour, or the Honour of the Nation, to com- 


ply with it; and ſince they thought ſo, who 


were then in the Sccret: of Affairs, and had 
all the Biaſs Miniſters could poſſibly have, for 


very obvious Reaſons to diſpute that Demand, 


ſince they, I ſay, thought it reaſonable to be 
complied with, we may be very ſure it was ſo. 
But if this be ſo, on making up Accounts 
on both Sides, nothing can be due from Spain 
to 'England, but what, upon the Balance, ap- 


_ pears to be the Difference between them; and 


as this Sum is ſpecified in the Convention 
now made, and a ſhort Term fix'd for the 
Payment in Money here in London, there is 


no poſhble Room for Complaint on this Head, 


or for ſaying the Miniſters have not clearly 
purfued the Advice given by Parliament. 

As to the other Point, the future Security 
of our Trade and Navigation in the American 
Seas; that, with ſeveral other Points, is a- 
greed to be ſettled by Plenipotentiaries named 
in the Convention, who are to begin to treat 


within fix Weeks from the Ratification of the 
Convention, and are limited to the Space of 


eight Months; no long Term for the Buſi- 
nels that will be before them! And, till that 
Term is expired, can any Body ſay that all 
the juſt Demands of Great Britain will not be 
complied with, and ſettled to our Satisfacti- 
on? I ſay jaſt Demands, becauſe ſome People 
are taught to think they ought to haye every 

Thing 
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Thing complied with they think fit to-ask 5 
22 Pon are in the State they oy 
at the Treaty of Utrecht, that Spain lies at our 
Feet, and mutt refuſe nothing that we can think 
will be further advantageous to our Trade, 
But this is a Part Miniſters even at that Time 
did not think fit to take, when Spain was in 
its loweſt State, viz- at the End of the laſt 
War; they were ſo tender of new Demands, 
or of asking any Conceſſions even then, that 
could be thought extraordinary and exorbitant, 
that they gave up our moſt valuable Privi- 
leges of Trade, (Which was rectified by ſub- 
ſequent Treaties after his late Majeſty's Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne;) and they gave up the 
molt reaſonable Demand in the World; they 
did not omit it, but receded from it after they 
had asked it, and that is a Diſtrict of Land 
adjoining to Gibraltar. This they ask'd of the 
French Miniſtry, who treated for Spain, as well 
as Fance. Theſe tell them gravely, they dare 
not ſo much as. ask ſuch a Thing of King Philipy 
and they acquieſced in the Anſwer. Did our 
Miniſters ac thus, then, in theſe Circumſtan- 
ces of Affairs, at the End of a moſt glorious 
War; and is it now expected that Spain ſnould 
grant Things that were not asked then? Can 
any Man of Underſtanding have the Face to 
ſay and inſiſt on this? I ſhould be amazed to 
ſee this. No, tis impoſſible. What we com- 
plain of is, the Infraction of Treaties; and all 
we can juſtly demand, is, that thoſe Rights 
ſhould be ſecured to us, which by our Trea- 
: | tles 
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ties we are entitled to. If we ask any en 
farther, the King of Spain will be well war⸗ 
ranted to ſay, we have no Right by any Trex- 
ſubfiſting between the two Crowns to ſuch 
dz and if he gives this Anſwer, and i 
be a true one, ſhall we po into a War rath 
than acquieſce in it? Shall we go to War for 
Claims we are no way entitled to? Will any 


Perſon of Figure and Diſtinction adviſe this? 


Would any Perſon in the Oppoſition, were 
he in the Miniſtry, act ſo extravagant a Part, 
as to plunge the Nat ion into a moſt pernici- 


ous and expenſive War, to ſupport unprece- 
dented and unwarrantable . Or if any _ 
ded en 


Miniſter could bethot-hea 


gh to pur- 


ſue ſuch Meaſures, would not theſe Gentle- 


men who are ſo eager for a War now, be the 
moſt tor ward to condemn him, as a fooliſh and 
wicked Miniſter? Moſt certainly they would, 
and with the greateſt Juſtice. 

All then that is more than what by Treaty 
we are entitled to, is out of the Queſtion 
the King of Spun kan't be expected to grant 


more, no wiſe -Miftfter will ask more, that 
he may not have the Mortification to be de- 
nied what he has no Pretence to ask. 


As far as yet appears, the Miniſters have | : 


conformed to the Advice of Parliament; they 
have tried the friendly way of Treaty firſt. 
They have obtained Acknowledgment of the 
paſt [njuries ſuffered by our Merchants, with 
Reparation to them: They have obtained a 


Stipulation that all Cauſes of Complaint ſhall 
be removed for the future: And they have laid 
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